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landed about 1200 men by way of the Caleta, he took possession of
the city and has remained in occupation until today.
Negotiations with him were opened for the ransom of the place. He
demanded 400,000 ducats and the matter dropped. Seeing that these
negotiations for the ransom were not resumed, he began to burn and
burned a large part of the city. He left unburned the more valuable
buildings and their owners begged that each might ransom his own
property, and license was given them so to proceed, in consideration
of the fact that these few householders thus at their own expense
purchased the city where His Majesty's fleets and armadas may find
favour and purveyance of what they need. So the cathedral and
temples and other edifices were redeemed for 110,000 ducats, which
were delivered to the enemy. It is pitiful to see in what condition this
city is.
As for the galleys, which were lost, I give your honours no relation,
for I would not know how to tell it; nor do their captains, responsible
for that loss, know how to account for it. The suggestion offered in
explanation of it is that the loss of them and of the city was Heaven's
punishment of our sins.
This advice-boat reached this coast on Saturday preceding
Easter Sunday, with His Majesty's warning to us to be on guard
against the Englishman's coming, and instructions to clear the
vessel immediately \vith the same warning to your honours. To
attend to the matter by order of the governor I came from the place
to which he has retired, which is six leagues inland. Along with
this one, the pilot, Tomas Ginoves, carries a despatch for His
Majesty giving him an account of all that has happened. Your
honours will be good enough to see to it that Tomas Ginoves con-
tinues speedily upon his voyage to Spain, because it is very advisable
that His Majesty know what has occurred here.
According to what we have learned this English fleet intends to
go to take that city. Your honours will endeavour to act for the good
of His Majesty's service and the welfare of its inhabitants.
Our Lord preserve your honours' very illustrious persons, etc.
From this coast, Punta de la Ganoa, April 8,1586.
Very Illustrious Sirs
Your honours' servitor kisses your honours' hands.
Die